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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 6,460,036 to Herz. 

3. As to claim 1, Herz teaches a communications manager for receiving publications and 
forwarding said publications on to parties who have subscribed to receive such publications, said 
communications manager comprising: means for receiving a subscription request of a first type, 
said request including a filter expression having a least one attribute (col. 57, lines 6-51); means 
for mapping at least part of an attribute to a generic format (generic format filter attribute); 
means for receiving a publication message of a second type (col. 56, lines 29-48); means for 
comparing the publication received with the subscription request to determine whether the 
publication is appropriate for forwarding onto the subscriber originating the request (col. 56, line 
49-col. 57, line 5), said comparing means comprising: means for identifying a generic format 
filter attribute; and means for mapping the generic format filter attribute to a format 
corresponding to the second message type, the communications manager fiirther comprising: 
means for transmitting said publication to the originating subscriber (col. 56, line 49-col. 57, line 
5). 
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4. As to claim 2, Herz teaches the communications manager of claim 1 , further comprising: 
means for preparing the publication for transmission to said originating subscriber (col 56, line 
49-col. 57, line 5). 

5. As to claim 3, Herz teaches the communications manager of claim 2, wherein said means 
for preparing the publication for transmission to said originating subscriber comprises: means for 
creating a substantially empty message of said first type (col. 56, line 49-coL 57, line 5); means 
for extracting information fi-om the message of said second type (col. 56, line 49-col. 57, line 5); 
and means for inputting said information into said substantially empty message (col. 56, line 49- 
col. 57, line 5). 

6. As to claim 4, Herz teaches the communications manager of claim 1 , or 3, wherein said 
means for mapping at least part of an attribute to a generic format comprises: means for invoking 
a first component capable of understanding messages of said first type (col. 56, line 49-col. 57, 
line 5). 

7. As to claim 5, Herz teaches the communications manager of any preceding claim 
comprising: means for storing said generic format filter attribute (col. 56, line 49-col. 57, line 5). 

8. As to claim 6, Herz teaches the communications manager of any preceding claim, 
wherein said means for mapping a generic format filter attribute to a format corresponding to the 
second message type comprises: means for invoking a second component capable understanding 
messages of said second type (col. 56, line 49-col. 57, line 5). 

9. As to claim 7, Herz teaches the communications manager of any preceding claim, 
wherein said format corresponding to the second message type is held in temporary storage until 
said comparison is complete (col. 56, line 49-col. 57, line 5). 
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10. As to claim 8-15, they feature the same limitations found in claims 1-7 and are rejected 
for the same reasons as claims 1-7. 

Claim Objections 

11. Claims 5-7 and 12-15 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend upon a multi-dependent claim. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims 5-7 and 12-15 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§101 

12. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

13. Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. A program must be embodied on some form of tangible medium. 

Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B Blair whose telephone number is 571-272-3893. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 571-272-3896. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,728 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2142 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Douglas Bkir 





